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Ministering to the Lord

Ministering to the Lord is emphasized in both the Old and New Testaments.
Some of the present day worshippers do not value it, and some feel that it no
longer holds the value it did in biblical times. It holds the same value today.

Throughout the Bible, we see examples of people such as the prophet
Samuel and King David who had their very identity though praising and
ministering to God..

Today, the Lord is still seeking those to worship him both publicly and
privately. David established a new order of worship. The Levites were
assigned to minister to Gods presence day and night.

We can now enter into worship whenever we choose. This is because of the
Sacrifice Jesus made for us on the cross. At that time, the curtain in the
temple was ripped into two pieces.

The curtain previously separated the Holy of Holies (where the presence of
God dwells) from us, Today, if we have accepted Jesus Christ as our
saviour, and have repented of our sins, we can minister to the presence of
God just as the Levites did.



Chapter 1

What is Ministering to the Lord?

To give a greater understanding of what is means to minister to the Lord, we
will first look at some Old Testament examples:

God is looking for the faithful.

Psalm 101:5
Whoso privily slanders his neighbour, him will | cut off: him that hath an high
look and a proud heart will not I suffer.

David said that he would keep his eyes “on the faithful in the land.” In other words,
he would choose as models and as friends those who are godly and truthful. Our
friends and associates can have a profound influence on our lives. Make sure to
keep your eyes on those who are faithful to God and his Word.

Love the Name of the Lord

Isaiah 56:6

Also the sons of the stranger, which join themselves to the Lord, to serve him,
and to love the name of the Lord, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the
Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant;

Isaiah clearly proclaims the radical message that God’s blessings are for all people,
even foreigners and eunuchs, who were often excluded from worship and not even
considered citizens in Israel. Whatever your race, social

position, work, or financial situation, God’s blessings are as much for you as for
anyone else. No one must exclude in any way those God chooses to include. God
chooses to include you.

God Wants to Answer You.



Judges 20:28

And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those
days,) saying, Shall | yet again go out to battle against the children of Benjamin my
brother, or shall | cease? And the Lord said, Go up; for to morrow | will deliver
them into thine hand.

This is the only place in Judges where the ark of the covenant is mentioned. This
probably indicates how seldom the people consulted God. Had they not asked God,
the battle would have been their battle, not God’s battle. If you are facing a battle
today, ask God. He desires your worship and praise.

Phinehas, the high priest, was also the high priest under Joshua (Joshua 22:13).
The reference to Phinehas as high priest and the location of the tabernacle in
Bethel instead of Shiloh probably indicate that the events of this story occurred
during the early years of the judges.

Even as a child, Samuel ministered unto the Lord.

1 Samuel 2:18
But Samuel ministered before the Lord, being a child, girded with a linen ephod.

Samuel wore a linen ephod. Ephods, long sleeveless vests made of plain linen,
were worn by all priests. The high priest’s ephod carried special significance. It
was embroidered with a variety of bright colors. Attached to it was the breastplate,
a bib-like garment with gold embroidered shoulder straps. Twelve precious
gemstones were attached to the breastplate, each stone representing one of the
tribes of Israel. A pouch on the ephod held the Urim and the Thummim, two small
objects used to determine God’s will in certain national matters.

God honored the desires of his mother, faithful Hannah. We never hear about
Peninnah or her children again, but Samuel was used mightily by God. God also
gave Hannah five children in addition to Samuel. God often blesses us in ways we
do not expect. Hannah was blessed five other children.



Don’t resent God’s timing. His blessings might not be immediate, but they will
come if we are faithful to do what he says in his Word and continue to minister to
him.

They Ministered to the Lord before the Ark.

1 Chron. 16:1 So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tent that
David had pitched for it: and they offered burnt sacrifices and peace offerings
before God.

Certain Levites were appointed to give continual praise and thanks to God. Praise
and thanksgiving should be a regular part of our routine, not reserved only for
celebrations. Praise God continually, and you will find that you won’t take his
blessings for granted.

God will show Great and Mighty Things

Jeremiah 33:3
Call unto me, and | will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things,
which thou knowest not.

Jeremiah 33:21

Then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he
should not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the Levites the
priests, my ministers.

God assured Jeremiah that he had only to call to God and God would answer
our prayers, but we must ask for his assistance. Surely God could take care
of our needs without our asking. But when we ask, we are acknowledging

that he alone is God and that we cannot accomplish in our own strength all

that is his domain to do. When we ask, we must humble ourselves, lay aside

our willfulness and worry, and determine to obey him. Christ fulfills the role of
King, he also fulfills the role of Priest, maintaining

constant fellowship with God and mediating for the people.



Do not neglect ministry to the Lord.

2 Chron. 29:11

My sons, be not now negligent: for the Lord hath chosen you to stand
before him, to serve him, and that ye should minister unto him, and burn
incense.

The Levites, chosen by God to serve in the temple, had been kept from their duties
by Ahaz’s wickedness (2 Chron. 28:24). But Hezekiah called them back into
service, reminding them that the Lord had chosen them to minister.

We may not have to face a wicked king, but pressures or responsibilities can
render us inactive and ineffective. When you have been given the responsibility to
minister, don’t neglect your duty. If you have become inactive in Christian service,
either by choice or by circumstance, look for opportunities (and listen to the
“Hezekiahs) God will send your way to help you resume your responsibilities.
Then, like the Levites, be ready for action (2 Chron. 29:12-15).

Chapter 2

New Testament Scriptures for Ministering to the Lord.



Divine Direction Given Following Prayer.

Acts 13:2-3
As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. [3] And when
they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.

The church set apart Barnabas and Saul to the work God had for them. To set apart
means to dedicate for a special purpose. We too should dedicate our pastors,
missionaries, and Christian workers for their tasks. We can also dedicate ourselves
to use our time, money, and talents for God’s work. Ask God what he wants you to
set apart for him.

This was the beginning of Paul’s first missionary journey. The church was
involved in sending Paul and Barnabas, but it was God’s plan. Why did Paul and
Barnabas go where they did? (1) The Holy Spirit led them. (2) They followed the
communication routes of the Roman empire—this made travel easier. (3) They
visited key population and cultural centers to reach as many people as possible. (4)
They went to cities with synagogues, speaking first to the Jews in hopes that they
would see Jesus as the Messiah and help spread the Good News to everyone.

Ministering to the heart of God

1 Peter 2:9
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light:

Christians sometimes speak of “the priesthood of all believers.” In Old Testament
times, people did not approach God directly. A priest acted as intermediary
between God and sinful human beings. With Christ’s victory on the cross, that
pattern changed. Now we can come directly into God’s presence without fear
(Hebrews 4:16), and we are given the responsibility of bringing others to him also
(2 Cor. 5:18-21). When we are united with Christ as members of his body, we join
in his priestly work of reconciling God and man.



People often base their self-concept on their accomplishments. But our relationship
with Christ is far more important than our jobs, successes, wealth, or knowledge.
We have been chosen by God as own, his very own, and we have been called to
represent him to others. Remember that your value comes from being one of God’s
children, not from what you can achieve. You have worth because of what God
does, not because of what you do.

He has made us Kings and Priests

Rev. 1:5-6 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, [6] And hath made us
kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen.

Others had risen from the dead—people whom the prophets, Jesus, and the
apostles had brought back to life during their ministries—but later those people
died again. Jesus was the first who rose from the dead in an imperishable body (1
Cor. 15:20), never to die again. He is the firstborn from the dead.

Many hesitate to witness about their faith in Christ because they don’t feel the
change in their lives has been spectacular enough. But you qualify as a witness for
Jesus because of what he has done for you, not because of what you have done for
him. Christ demonstrated his great love by setting us free from our sins through his
death on the cross (“freed us from our sins by his blood”), guaranteeing us a place
in his kingdom, and making us priests to administer God’s love to others. The fact
that the all-powerful God has offered eternal life to you is nothing short of
spectacular.

Jesus is portrayed as an all-powerful King, victorious in battle, glorious in peace.
He is not just a humble earthly teacher, he is the glorious God. When you read
John’s description of the vision, keep in mind that his words are not just good
advice; they are truth from the King of kings. Don’t just read his words for their
interesting and amazing portrayal of the future, Let the truth about Christ penetrate
your life, deepen your faith in him, and strengthen your commitment to follow him
no matter what the cost.

God has made us Ministers and Witnesses.



Acts 26:16
But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for | have appeared unto thee for this purpose,
to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen,
and of those things in the which | will appear unto thee;

Paul took every opportunity to remind his audience that the Gentiles have an equal
share in God’s inheritance. This inheritance is the promise and blessing of the
covenant that God made with Abraham (see Ephes. 2:19; 1 Peter 1:3-4). Paul’s
mission was to preach the Good News to the Gentiles.

Minister the Gospel to the Gentiles

Romans 15:16 That | should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles,
ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be
acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

Paul did not glory in what he had done, but in what God had done through him.
Being proud of God’s work is not a sin—it is worship. If you are not sure whether
your pride is selfish or holy, ask yourself this question: Are you just as proud of
what God is doing through other people as of what he is doing through you?

Rev. 4:10-11 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the
throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns
before the throne, saying,

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.

The point of this chapter is summed up in this verse: all creatures in heaven and
earth will praise and honor God because he is the Creator and Sustainer of
everything.
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Rev. 5:9-14 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book,
and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God
by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; [10] And
hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
[11] And I beheld, and | heard the voice of many angels round about the throne
and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times
ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; [12] Saying with a loud voice,
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom,
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. [13] And every creature
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the
sea, and all that are in them, heard | saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory,
and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever
and ever. (14) And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders
fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.

People from every nation are praising God before his throne. God’s message of
salvation and eternal life is not limited to a specific culture, race, or country.
Anyone who comes to God in repentance and faith is accepted by him and will be
part of his kingdom. Don’t allow prejudice or bias to keep you from sharing Christ
with others. Christ welcomes all people into his kingdom.

The song of God’s people praises Christ’s work. He (1) was slain, (2) purchased
them with his blood, (3) gathered them into a kingdom, (4) made them priests, and
(5) appointed them to reign on the earth. Jesus has already died and paid the
penalty for sin. He is now gathering us into his kingdom and making us priests. In
the future we will reign with him. Worship God and praise him for what he has
done, what he is doing, and what he will do for all who trust in him. When we
realize the glorious future that awaits us, we will find the strength to face our
present difficulties.

The believers’ song praises Christ for bringing them into the kingdom and making
them kings and priests. While now we are sometimes despised and mocked for our
faith (John 15:17-27), in the future we will reign over all the earth (Luke 22:29-30).
Christ’s death made all believers priests of God—the channels of blessing between
God and mankind (1 Peter 2:5-9).
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Chapter 3

The Value of Ministering to others

Matthew 25:44-45

Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or
athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto
thee? [45] Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily | say unto you, Inasmuch
as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.

God will separate his obedient followers from pretenders and unbelievers. The
real evidence of our belief is the way we act. To treat all persons we encounter as if

12



they are Jesus is no easy task. What we do for others demonstrates what we really
think about Jesus’ words to us—feed the hungry, give the homeless a place to stay,
look after the sick. How well do your actions separate you from pretenders and
unbelievers?

Jesus used sheep and goats to picture the division between believers and
unbelievers. Sheep and goats often grazed together but were separated when it
came time to shear the sheep. Ezekiel 34:17-24 also refers to the separation of
sheep and goats.

This parable describes acts of mercy we all can do every day. These acts do not
depend on wealth, ability, or intelligence; they are simple acts freely given and
freely received. We have no excuse to neglect those who have deep needs, and we
cannot hand over this responsibility to the church or government. Jesus demands
our personal involvement in caring for others’ needs.

Isaiah 58:7

Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast
out to thy house? when thou sees the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide
not thine own

We cannot be saved by deeds of service without faith in Christ, but our faith lacks
sincerity if it doesn’t reach out to others. Fasting can be beneficial spiritually and
physically, but at its best fasting helps only the person doing it. God says he wants
our service to go beyond our own personal growth to acts of kindness, charity,
justice, and generosity. True fasting is more than what we don’t eat; it is pleasing
God by applying his Word to our society.

We are now under a new covenant:

In the Old Testament that was chosen to worship God. They were the tribe
of Levi. Now, there is a new covenant and a new priesthood. We are now
under the new covenant. Our primary purpose for being is to worship God.

There is a beautiful story told in Luke 10 concerning Mary and Martha
at home of Lazarus.
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Luke 10:28-42 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and
shalt live.

[29] But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my
neighbour? [30] And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his
raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. [31] And
by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him,
he passed by on the other side. [32] And likewise a Levite, when he was at
the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. [33] But
a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw
him, he had compassion on him, [34] And went to him, and bound up his
wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought
him to an inn, and took care of him. [35] And on the morrow when he
departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto
him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when | come
again, | will repay thee. [36] Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was
neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? [37] And he said, He that
shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.

[38] Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village:
an a certain woman named Martha received him into her house. [39] And
had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word.
[40] But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and
said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? Bid
her therefore that she help me. [41] And Jesus answered and said unto her,
Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: [42] But
one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not
be taken away from her.

Mary and Martha both loved Jesus. On this occasion they were both serving him.
But Martha thought Mary’s style of serving was inferior to hers. She didn’t realize
that in her desire to serve, she was actually neglecting her guest. Are you so busy
doing things for Jesus that you’re not spending any time with him? Don’t let your
service become self-serving.

Jesus did not blame Martha for being concerned about household chores. He was

only asking her to set priorities. It is possible for service to Christ to degenerate
into mere busywork that is no longer full of devotion to God.

14



Mary set at the feet of Jesus. She displayed humility and communicated
with him. He has not called us into religion. He has called us into a relationship.

Chapter 4

Power through His Presence.

There is a place where ministering to the Lord brings us into his presence
and brings his presence into us. An illustration is given in 2 Chron. 5:13-14

2 Chron. 5:13-14

[13] It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one
sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord; and when they lifted up
their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and
praised the Lord, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that
then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the Lord; [14] So that
the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of
the Lord had filled the house of God.
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The first service at the temple began with honoring God and acknowledging his
presence and goodness. In the same way, our worship should begin by
acknowledging God’s love. Praise God first; then you will be prepared to present
your needs to him. Recalling God’s love and mercy will inspire you to worship
him daily. Psalm 107 is an example of how David recalled God’s enduring love.

Relationship works through love. It was not when they offered the sacrifices, it
was when they began to praise and worship God. Ministry to the Lord must
include ministry to man. There is great power given to us through the intimacy
of his presence.

Paul realized the importance of this when he wrote of his desire for the Ephesian
Church. Many dedicated Christians pray these Scriptures daily.

Ephes. 1:16-19
Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; [17]
That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: [18] The eyes of
your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, [19]
And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe,
according to the working of his mighty power,

Paul prayed that the Ephesians would know Christ better. Christ is our model, and
the more we know of him, the more we will be like him. Study Jesus’ life in the
Gospels to see what he was like on earth nearly 2,000 years ago, and get to know
him in prayer now. Personal knowledge of Christ will change your life.

The hope we have is not a vague feeling that the future will be positive, but it is
complete assurance of certain victory through God. This complete certainty comes
to us through the Holy Spirit who is working in us. For more on hope, see Romans
8:23-24; Ephes. 4:4; Col. 1:5; 1 Thes. 1:3; 1 Peter 3:15.

Ephes. 3:14-19

For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, [15] Of
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, [16] That he would grant
you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his
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Spirit in the inner man; [17] That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that
ye, being rooted and grounded in love, [18] May be able to comprehend with all
saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; [19] And to know
the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the
fulness of God.

The family of God includes all who have believed in him in the past, all who
believe in the present, and all who will believe in the future. We are all a family
because we have the same Father. He is the source of all creation, the rightful
owner of everything. God promises his love and power to his family, the church
(Ephes. 3:16-21). If we want to receive God’s blessings, it is important that we stay
in contact with other believers in the body of Christ. Those who isolate themselves
from God’s family and try to go it alone cut themselves off from God’s power.

God’s love is total, says Paul. It reaches every corner of our experience. It is
wide—it covers the breadth of our own experience, and it reaches out to the whole
world. God’s love is long—it continues the length of our lives. It is high—it rises
to the heights of our celebration and elation. His love is deep—it reaches to the
depths of discouragement, despair, and even death. When you feel shut out or
isolated, remember that you can never be lost to God’s love. For another prayer
about God’s immeasurable and inexhaustible love, see Paul’s words in Romans
8:38-39.

The fullness of God” is fully expressed only in Christ (Col. 2:9-10). In union with
Christ and through his empowering Spirit, we are complete. We have all the
fullness of God available to us. But we must appropriate that fullness through faith
and through prayer as we daily live for him. Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians is also
for you. You can ask the Holy Spirit to fill every aspect of your life to the fullest.
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Chapter 5

Ministry to the Lord overcomes Evil.

Today, our battle against Satan, his evil forces and the flesh is often difficult.
Joshua stood ministering before the Lord and experienced victory over both.

Zech. 3:1-5
Then the angel showed me Jeshua the high priest standing before the angel of
the Lord. Satan was there at the angel's right hand, accusing Jeshua of many
things. [2] And the Lord said to Satan, "I, the Lord, reject your accusations,
Satan. Yes, the Lord, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebukes you. This man is like
a burning stick that has been snatched from a fire."

[3] Joshua's clothing was filthy as he stood there before the angel. [4] So the
angel said to the others standing there, "Take off his filthy clothes." And turning
to Jeshua he said, "See, | have taken away your sins, and now | am giving you
these fine new clothes."

[5] Then | said, "Please, could he also have a clean turban on his head?" So they

put a clean priestly turban on his head and dressed him in new clothes while the
angel of the Lord stood by.

18



Joshua was Israel’s high priest when the remnant returned to Jerusalem and began
rebuilding the walls (Haggai 1:1, 12; Haggai 2:4).

Satan accused Joshua, who here represents the nation of Israel. The accusations
were accurate—Joshua stood in “filthy clothes” (sins). Yet God revealed his mercy,
stating that he chose to save his people in spite of their sin. Satan is always
accusing people of their sins before God (Job 1:6). But he greatly misunderstands
the breadth of God’s mercy and forgiveness toward those who believe in him.

Satan the accuser will ultimately be destroyed (Rev. 12:10), while everyone who is
a believer will be saved (John 3:16). To be prepared, we can ask God to remove
our clothing of sin and dress us with his goodness.

God punished Judah through the fire of great trials, but he rescued the nation
before it was completely destroyed, like “a burning stick snatched from the fire.”

Zechariah’s vision graphically portrays how we receive God’s mercy. We do
nothing ourselves. God removes our filthy clothes (sins), then provides us with
new, clean, rich garments (the righteousness and holiness of God—2 Cor. 5:21;
Ephes. 4:24; Rev. 19:8). All we need to do is repent and ask God to forgive us.
When Satan tries to make you feel dirty and unworthy, remember that the clean
clothes of Christ’s righteousness make you worthy to draw near to God.

The accuser loses all of his power when we are ministering to the Lord.
Ministry to the Lord also produces the remedy for evil.

Another great example of God pouring out his spiritual power resulting from
entering into his presence through worship occurred on the day of
Pentecost.

Acts 2:1-4
On the day of Pentecost, seven weeks after Jesus' resurrection, the believers
were meeting together in one place. [2] Suddenly, there was a sound from
heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm in the skies above them, and it
filled the house where they were meeting. [3] Then, what looked like flames or
tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. [4] And everyone present
was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the
Holy Spirit gave them this ability.
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This was a fulfillment of John the Baptist’s words about the Holy Spirit’s baptizing
with fire (Luke 3:16), and of the prophet Joel’s words about the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-29).

Why tongues of fire? Tongues symbolize speech and the communication of the
gospel. Fire symbolizes God’s purifying presence, which burns away the
undesirable elements of our lives and sets our hearts aflame to ignite the lives of
others. On Mount Sinai, God confirmed the validity of the Old Testament law with
fire from heaven (Exodus 19:16-18). At Pentecost, God confirmed the validity of
the Holy Spirit’s ministry by sending fire.

At Mount Sinali, fire had come down on one place; at Pentecost, fire came down
on many believers, symbolizing that God’s presence is now available to all who
believe in him.

God made his presence known to this group of believers in a spectacular way—
violent wind, fire, and his Holy Spirit. Would you like God to reveal himself to
you in such recognizable ways? He may do so, but be wary of forcing your
expectations on God. In 1 Kings 19:10-13, Elijah also needed a message from God.
There was a great wind, then an earthquake, and finally a fire. But God’s message
came in a “gentle whisper.” God may use dramatic methods to work in your life—
or he may speak in gentle whispers. Wait patiently and always listen.
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Chapter 6

Power to Evangelize

Worship should be the goal of evangelism. A striking example of
evangelism is found in Isaiah 6:1-9

Isaiah 6:1-9

In the year King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord. He was sitting on a lofty throne,
and the train of his robe filled the Temple. [2] Hovering around him were
mighty seraphim, each with six wings. With two wings they covered their faces,
with two they covered their feet, and with the remaining two they flew. [3] In a
great chorus they sang, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty! The whole
earth is filled with his glory!" [4] The glorious singing shook the Temple to its
foundations, and the entire sanctuary was filled with smoke.
[5] Then I said, "My destruction is sealed, for | am a sinful man and a member
of a sinful race. Yet | have seen the King, the Lord Almighty!"
[6] Then one of the seraphim flew over to the altar, and he picked up a burning
coal with a pair of tongs. [7] He touched my lips with it and said, "See, this coal
has touched your lips. Now your guilt is removed, and your sins are forgiven."
[8] Then I heard the Lord asking, "Whom should | send as a messenger to my
people? Who will go for us?"
And | said, "Lord, I'll go! Send me."
[9] And he said, "Yes, go. But tell my people this: "You will hear my words, but
you will not understand. You will see what | do, but you will not perceive its
meaning.'

Isaiah was not commissioned to preach until he had a worship encounter

With a living God.
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The year that King Uzziah died was approximately 740 B.C. He remained leprous
until he died because he tried to take over the high priest’s duties (2 Chron. 26:18-
21). Although Uzziah was generally a good king with a long and prosperous reign,
many of his people turned away from God.

Isaiah’s vision was his commission to be God’s messenger to his people. [saiah
was given a difficult mission. He had to tell people who believed they were blessed
by holiness. Our daily frustrations, society’s pressures, and our shortcomings
reduce our narrow view of God. We need the Bible’s view of God as high and
lifted up to empower us to deal with our problems and concerns. God’s moral
perfection, properly seen, will purify us from sin, cleanse our minds from our
problems, and enable us to worship and to serve.

Isaiah’s lofty view of God in Isaiah 6:1-4 gives us a sense of God’s greatness,
mystery, and power. Isaiah’s example of recognizing his sinfulness before God
Holiness means morally perfect, pure, and set apart from all sin. We also need to
discover God’s encourages us to confess our sin. His picture of forgiveness
reminds us that we, too, are forgiven. When we recognize how great our God is,
how sinful we are, and the extent of God’s forgiveness, we receive power to do his
work.

The throne, the attending seraphs or angels, and the threefold holy all stressed
God’s holiness. Seraphs were a type of angel whose name is derived from the word
for “burn,” perhaps indicating their purity as God’s ministers. In a time when
moral and spiritual decay had peaked, it was important for Isaiah to see God in his
holiness.

Seeing the Lord and listening to the praise of the angels, Isaiah realized that he
was unclean before God, with no hope of measuring up to God’s standard of
holiness. When Isaiah’s lips were touched with a live burning coal, however, he
was told that his sins were forgiven. It wasn’t the coal that cleansed him, but God.
In response Isaiah submitted himself entirely to God’s service.

No matter how difficult his task would be, he said, “Here am I. Send me!” The
painful cleansing process was necessary before Isaiah could fulfill the task to
which God was calling him. Before we accept God’s call to speak for him to those
around us, we must be cleansed as Isaiah was, confessing our sins and submitting
to God’s control. Letting God purify us may be painful, but we must be purified so
that we can truly represent God, who is pure and holy.
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The more clearly Isaiah saw God (Isaiah 6:5), the more aware Isaiah became of

his own powerlessness and inadequacy to do anything of lasting value without God.
But he was willing to be God’s spokesman. When God calls, will you also say,
“Here am 1. Send me!”?

God told Isaiah that the people would listen but not learn from his message
because their hearts had become calloused (hardened) beyond repentance. God’s
patience with their chronic rebellion was finally exhausted. His judgment was to
abandon them to their rebellion and hardness of heart. Why did God send Isaiah if
he knew the people wouldn’t listen? Although the nation itself would not repent
and would reap judgment, some individuals would listen. In Isaiah 6:13 God
explains his plan for a remnant (holy seed) of faithful followers. God is merciful
even when he judges. We can gain encouragement from God’s promise to preserve
his people. If we are faithful to him we can be sure of his mercy.

When would the people listen? They would listen only after they had come to the
end and had nowhere to turn but to God. This would happen when the land was
destroyed by invading armies and the people taken into captivity. When will we
listen to God? Must we, like Judah, go through calamities before we will listen to
God’s words?

God Will Bring Every Man Into Judgment.

Matthew 12:36 But | say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they
shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.

Jesus reminds us that what we say reveals what is in our hearts. What kinds of
words come from your mouth? That is an indication of what your heart is really
like. You can’t solve your heart problem, however, just by cleaning up your speech.
You must allow the Holy Spirit to fill you with new attitudes and motives; then
your speech will be cleansed at its source.

Acts 17:30-31 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commands
all men every where to repent: [31] Because he hath appointed a day, in the which
he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained;
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the
dead.
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Paul did not leave his message unfinished. He confronted his listeners with Jesus’
Most of them preferred worshiping many gods instead of just one, and the concept
of resurrection and its meaning to all people—either blessing or punishment. The
Greeks had no concept of judgment. resurrection was unbelievable and offensive to
them. Paul did not hold back the truth, however, no matter what they might think
of it. Paul often changed his approach to fit his audience, but he never changed his
basic message.

Romans 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ
according to my gospel.

People are condemned not for what they don’t know, but for what they do with
what they know. Those who know God’s written Word and his law will be judged
by them. Those who have never seen a Bible still know right from wrong, and they
will be judged because they did not keep even those standards that their own
consciences dictated. Our modern-day sense of fair play and the rights of the
individual often balks at God’s judgment. But keep in mind that people violate the
very standards they create for themselves.

Paul continues to argue that all stand guilty before God. After describing the fate of
the unbelieving, pagan Gentiles, he moves to that of the religiously privileged.
Despite their knowledge of God’s will, they are guilty because they too have
refused to live by their beliefs. Those of us who have grown up in Christian
families are the religiously privileged of today. Paul’s condemnation applies to us
if we do not live up to what we know.

1 Cor. 4:5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both
will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the
counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God.

It is tempting to judge fellow Christians, evaluating whether or not they are good
followers of Christ. But only God knows a person’s heart, and he is the only one
with the right to judge. Paul’s warning to the Corinthians should also warn us. We
are to confront those who are sinning (see 1 Cor. 5:12-13), but we must not judge
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who is a better servant for Christ. When you judge someone, you invariably
consider yourself better—and that is arrogant.

Amos 8:11-12 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that | will send a famine
in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of
the Lord: [12] And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to

the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it.

The people had no appetite for God’s word when prophets like Amos brought it.
Because of their apathy, God said he would take away even the opportunity to hear
his word. We have God’s Word, the Bible. But many still look everywhere for
answers to life’s problems except in Scripture. You can help them by directing
them to the Bible, showing them the parts that speak to their special needs and
questions. God’s Word is available to us. Let us help people know it before a time
comes when they cannot find it.

Man may not choose the time in which to seek the Lord. We must seek the Lord
today.
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Chapter 7

Resources come from God.

Psalm 24:1 The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that
dwell therein.

Because “the earth is the LORD’s,” all of us are stewards, or carctakers. We should
be committed to the proper management of this world and its resources, but we are
not to become devoted to anything created or act as sole proprietors because this
world will pass away (1 John 2:17).

Haggai 2:8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.

God wanted the temple to be rebuilt, and he had the gold and silver to do it, but he
needed willing hands. God has chosen to do his work through people. He provides
the resources, but willing hands must do the work. Are your hands available for
God’s work in the world?

Deut. 8:18 But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee
power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy
fathers, as it is this day.

In times of plenty, we often take credit for our prosperity and become proud that
our own hard work and cleverness have made us rich. It is easy to get so busy
collecting and managing wealth that we push God right out of our lives. But it is
God who gives us everything we have, and it is God who asks us to manage it for
him.

1 Cor. 4: Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

Paul urged the Corinthians to think of him, Peter (Cephas), and Apollos not as
leaders of factions, but as servants of Christ entrusted with the secret things of God.
A servant does what his master tells him to do. We must do what God tells us to do
in the Bible and through his Holy Spirit. Each day God presents us with needs and
opportunities that challenge us to do what we know is right.
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Where your treasure is, there will you heart be also.

Matthew 6:19-21 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: [20] But lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through nor steal: [21] For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also.

Storing up treasures in heaven is not limited to tithing but is accomplished by all
acts of obedience to God. There is a sense in which giving our money to God’s
work is like investing in heaven. But our intention should be to seek the fulfillment
of God’s purposes in all we do, not merely what we do with our money.

1 Tim. 6:9-10 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into
many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. [10]
For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

This statement is the key to spiritual growth and personal fulfillment. We should
honor God and center our desires on him (“godliness,” see Matthew 6:33), and we
should be content with what God is doing in our lives (see Phil. 4:11-13).

Despite overwhelming evidence to the contrary, most people still believe that
money brings happiness. Rich people craving greater riches can be caught in an
endless cycle that only ends in ruin and destruction. How can you keep away from
the love of money? Paul gives us some guidelines: (1) realize that one day riches
will all be gone (1 Tim. 6:7, 17); (2) be content with what you have (1 Tim. 6:8);
(3) monitor what you are willing to do to get more money (1 Tim. 6:9-10); (4) love
people more than money (1 Tim. 6:11); (5) love God’s work more than money (1
Tim. 6:11);

6) freely share what you have with others (1 Tim. 6:18). (See Proverbs 30:7-9 for
more on avoiding the love of money.)
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Greed leads to all kinds of evil: marriage problems, robbery, blowups in
partnerships. To master greed, you must control it at its root. Get rid of the desire
to be rich.

Chapter 8

How can we Live in the Presence of God?
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Psalm 1:1-3 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. [2] But his
delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
[3] And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth
his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth
shall prosper.

In this book, the psalmists praises God for his justice, express confidence in God’s
compassion, recount the depravity of man, plead for vindication, ask God to
deliver them from their enemies, speak of the blessedness of the forgiven sinner,
and portray God as a shepherd. We should worship God with the same sense of
adoration found in these psalms.

The writer begins his psalm extolling the joys of obeying God and refusing to
listen to those who discredit or ridicule him. Our friends and associates can have a
profound influence on us, often in very subtle ways. If we insist on friendships
with those who mock what God considers important, we might sin by becoming
indifferent to God’s will. This attitude is the same as mocking. Do your friends
build up your faith, or do they tear it down? True friends should help, not hinder,
you to draw closer to God.

God doesn’t judge people on the basis of race, sex, or national origin. He judges
them on the basis of their faith in him and their response to his revealed will. Those
who diligently try to obey God’s will are blessed. Their happy condition is like
healthy, fruit-bearing trees with strong roots (Jeremiah 17:5-8), and God promises
to watch over them. God’s wisdom guides their lives. In contrast, those who don’t
trust and obey God have meaningless lives that blow away like dust.

There are only two paths of life before us—God’s way of obedience or the way of
rebellion and destruction. Be sure to choose Go.

Genesis 28:15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither
thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for | will not leave thee, until |
have done that which | have spoken to thee of.
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God’s covenant promise to Abraham and Isaac was offered to Jacob as well. But it
was not enough to be Abraham’s grandson; Jacob had to establish his own personal
relationship with God. God has no grandchildren; each of us must have a personal
relationship with him. It is not enough to hear wonderful stories about Christians in
your family. You need to become part of the story yourself (see Galatians 3:6-7).

Galatians 3:6-7 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness. [7] Know you therefore that they which are of faith, the same are
the children of Abraham.

The main argument of the Judaizers was that Gentiles had to become Jews in order
to become Christians. Paul exposed the flaw in this argument by showing that real
children of Abraham are those who have faith, not those who keep the law.
Abraham himself was saved by his faith (Genesis 15:6). All believers in every age
and from every nation share Abraham’s blessing. This is a comforting promise to
us, a great heritage for us, and a solid foundation for living.

In the Presence of the Lord is fullness of joy.

Psalm 16:11 Wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy
right hand there are pleasures for evermore.

It is human nature to make our own plans and then ask God to bless them. Instead,
we should seek God’s will first. By constantly thinking about the Lord and his way
of living, we will gain insights that will help us make right decisions and live the
way God desires. Communicating with God allows him to counsel us and give us
wisdom.

By saying that he “will not be shaken,” David was talking about the unique sense
of security felt by believers. God does not exempt believers from the day-to-day
circumstances of life

Believers and unbelievers alike experience pain, trouble, and failure at times
(Matthew 5:45). Unbelievers have a sense of hopelessness about life and confusion
over their true purpose on earth. Those who seek God, however, can move ahead
confidently with what they know is right and important in God’s eyes. They know
that God will keep them from being moved off of his chosen path.
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This psalm is often called a Messianic psalm because it is quoted in the New
Testament as referring to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Both Peter and Paul

quoted from this psalm when speaking of Christ’s bodily resurrection (see Acts
2:25-28, 31; Acts 13:35-37).

David’s heart was glad—he had found the secret to joy. True joy is far deeper than
happiness; we can feel joy in spite of our deepest troubles. Happiness is temporary
because it is based on external circumstances, but joy is lasting because it is based
on God’s presence within us. As we contemplate his daily presence, we will find
contentment. As we understand the future he has for us, we will experience joy.
Don’t base your life on circumstances, but on God.

David stated confidently that God would not leave him in the grave. Many people
fear death because they can neither control nor understand it. As believers, we can
be assured that God will not forget us when we die. He will bring us to life again to
live with him forever. This provides real security.

God is with us.

Matthew 1:23
Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall
call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

Jesus was to be called Immanuel (“God with us”), as predicted by Isaiah the
prophet (Isaiah 7:14). Jesus was God in the flesh; thus God was literally among us,
“with us.” Through the Holy Spirit, Christ is present today in the life of every
believer. Perhaps not even Isaiah understood how far-reaching the meaning of
“Immanuel” would be.

If we realize that God is with us, it will radically change our lives.
First, we must depart from sin.

2 Tim. 2:19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal,
The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of
Christ depart from iniquity.

False teachers still spout lies. Some distort the truth, some dilute it, and some
simply delete it by saying that God’s truth no longer applies. But no matter how
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many people follow the liars, the solid foundation of God’s truth never changes, is
never shaken, and will never fade. When we follow God’s truth, he will never
forsake us.

1 John 3:4-5 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the
transgression of the law. [5] And ye know that he was manifested to take away our
sins; and in him is no sin.

There is a difference between committing a sin and continuing to sin. Even the
most faithful believers sometimes commit sins, but they do not cherish a particular
sin and choose to commit it. A believer who commits a sin repents, confesses, and
finds forgiveness. A person who continues to sin, by contrast, is not sorry for what
he or she is doing. Thus this person never confesses and never receives forgiveness.
Such a person is in opposition to God, no matter what religious claims he or she
makes.

Under the Old Testament sacrifice system, a lamb without blemish was offered as
a sacrifice for sin. Jesus is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”
(John 1:29). Because Jesus lived a perfect life and sacrificed himself for our sins,
we can be completely forgiven (1 John 2:2). We can look back to his death for us
and know that we need never suffer eternal death (1 Peter 1:18-20).

1 Peter 1:18-20
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your
fathers; [19] But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot: [20] Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the
world, but was manifest in these last times for you,

A slave was “redeemed” when someone paid money to buy his or her freedom.
God redeemed us from the tyranny of sin, not with money, but with the precious
blood of his own Son (Romans 6:6-7; 1 Cor. 6:20; Col. 2:13-14; Hebrews 9:12).
We cannot escape from sin on our own; only the life of God’s Son can free us.

Christ’s sacrifice for our sins was not an afterthought, not something God decided
to do when the world spun out of control. This plan was set in motion by the all-
knowing, eternal God long before the world was created. What a comfort it must
have been to Jewish believers to know that Christ’s coming and his work of
salvation were planned by God long before the world began. This assured them
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that the law was not being scrapped because it didn’t work, but that both the law
and the coming of Christ were part of God’s eternal plan.

Chapter 9

Do not listen to ungodly council.

Ephes. 4:22
That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is

corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;
Our old way of life before we believed in Christ is completely in the past. We

should put it behind us like old clothes to be thrown away. This is both a once-for-
all decision when we decide to accept Christ’s gift of salvation (Ephes. 2:8-10) and
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also a daily conscious commitment. We are not to be driven by desire and impulse.
We must put on the new role, head in the new direction, and have the new way of
thinking that the Holy Spirit gives.

Psalm 101:3
| will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: | hate the work of them that turn
aside; it shall not cleave to me.

David may have written this psalm early in his reign as king as he set down the
standards he wanted to follow. David knew that to lead a blameless life he would
need God’s help (Psalm 101:2). We can lead blameless lives if we avoid (1)
looking at wickedness (“I will set before my eyes no vile thing,” Psalm 101:3), (2)
evil associates (“men of perverse heart,” Psalm 101:4), (3) slander (Psalm 101:5),
and (4) pride (Psalm 101:5). While avoiding the wrongs listed above, we must all
God’s Word show us the standards by which to live.

God’s presence dwells through godly council

Psalm 1:1-6

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. [2] But his delight is in
the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. [3] And he shall
be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. [4]
The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind drives away. [5]
Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous. [6] For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous:
but the way of the ungodly shall perish.

The writer begins his psalm extolling the joys of obeying God and refusing to
listen to those who discredit or ridicule him. Our friends and associates can have a
profound influence on us, often in very subtle ways. If we insist on friendships
with those who mock what God considers important, we might sin by becoming
indifferent to God’s will. This attitude is the same as mocking. Do your friends
build up your faith, or do they tear it down? True friends should help, not hinder,
you to draw closer to God.
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God doesn’t judge people on the basis of race, sex, or national origin. He judges
them on the basis of their faith in him and their response to his revealed will. Those
who diligently try to obey God’s will are blessed. Their happy condition is like
healthy, fruit-bearing trees with strong roots (Jeremiah 17:5-8), and God promises
to watch over them. God’s wisdom guides their lives. In contrast, those who don’t
trust and obey God have meaningless lives that blow away like dust.

There are only two paths of life before us—God’s way of obedience or the way
of rebellion and destruction. Be sure to choose God’s path because the path you
choose determines how you will spend eternity.

Psalm 119:24
Thy testimonies also are my delight and they are my counselor.

Most of us chafe under rules, for we think they restrict us from doing what we
want. At first glance, then, it may seem strange to hear the psalmist talk of
rejoicing in following God’s statutes as much as in great riches. But God’s laws
were given to free us to be all he wants us to be. They restrict us from doing what
might cripple us and keep us from being our best. God’s guidelines help us follow
his path and avoid paths that lead to destruction.

James 4:4

Ye adulterers and adulteresses know ye not that the friendship of the world is
enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy
of God.

There is nothing wrong with wanting a pleasurable life. God gives us good gifts
that he wants us to enjoy (James 1:17; Ephes. 4:7; 1 Tim. 4:4-5). But having
friendship with the world involves seeking pleasure at others’ expense or at the
expense of disobeying God. Pleasure that keeps us from pleasing God is sinful;
pleasure from God’s rich bounty is good.

The cure for evil desires is humility (see Proverbs 16:18-19; 1 Peter 5:5-6). Pride

makes us self-centered and leads us to conclude that we deserve all we can see,
touch, or imagine. It creates greedy appetites for far more than we need. We can be
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released from our self-centered desires by humbling ourselves before God,
realizing that all we really need is his approval. When the Holy Spirit fills us, we
see that this world’s seductive attractions are only cheap substitutes for what God
has to offer.

This verse may mean that because of our fallen nature, we have a tendency toward
envy. James is not quoting a specific verse or passage—he is summing up a
teaching of Scripture.

Do not follow deceitful schemes.

Ephes. 4:14

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

Christ is the truth (John 14:6), and the Holy Spirit who guides the church is the
Spirit of truth (John 16:13). Satan, by contrast, is the father of lies (John 8:44). As
followers of Christ, we must be committed to the truth. This means both that our
words should be honest and that our actions should reflect Christ’s integrity.
Speaking the truth in love is not always easy, convenient, or pleasant, but it is
necessary if the church is going to do Christ’s work in the world.

Take no part in the works of the flesh.

Galatians 5:19-21

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness, [20] Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations,
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, [21] Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings,
and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past,
that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

We all have evil desires, and we can’t ignore them. In order for us to follow the
Holy Spirit’s guidance, we must deal with them decisively (crucify them—
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Galatians 5:24). These desires include obvious sins such as sexual immorality and
witchcraft. They also include less obvious sins such as selfish ambition, hatred, and
jealousy. Those who ignore such sins or refuse to deal with them reveal that they
have not received the gift of the Spirit that leads to a transformed life.

1 Cor. 15:33
Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.

1 Cor. 15:33
Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.

Keeping company with those who deny the resurrection could corrupt good
Christian character. Don’t let your relationships with unbelievers lead you away
from Christ or cause your faith to waver.

Chapter 10

The Presence of the Lord Gives Strength

Luke 10:27

And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy
neighbour as thyself.

God’s presence brings strength. The divine strength given to believers
must be used to help others. In this Scripture location, we see religious people who
refused to use their strength for the Lord. Let this never be said of you.

Philip. 4:13
| can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

37



Are you content in any circumstances you face? Paul knew how to be content
whether he had plenty or whether he was in need. The secret was drawing on
Christ’s power for strength. Do you have great needs, or are you discontented
because you don’t have what you want? Learn to rely on God’s promises and
Christ’s power to help you be content. If you always want more, ask God to
remove that desire and teach you contentment in every circumstance. He will
supply all your needs, but in a way that he knows is best for you (see the note on
+Phil. 4:19 for more on God supplying our needs).

Paul was content because he could see life from God’s point of view. He focused
on what he was supposed to do, not what he felt he should have. Paul had his
priorities straight, and he was grateful for everything God had given him. Paul had
detached himself from the nonessentials so that he could concentrate on the eternal.
Often the desire for more or better possessions is really a longing to fill an empty
place in a person’s life. To what are you drawn when you feel empty inside? How
can you find true contentment? The answer lies in your perspective, your priorities,
and your source of power.

Can we really do everything? The power we receive in union with Christ is
sufficient to do his will and to face the challenges that arise from our commitment
to doing it. He does not grant us superhuman ability to accomplish anything we can
Imagine without regard to his interests. As we contend for the faith we will face
troubles, pressures, and trials. As they come, ask Christ to strengthen you.

Deut. 31:6
Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord
thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

God will strengthen you.

Isaiah 41:10

Fear thou not; for | am with thee: be not dismayed; for | am thy God: | will
strengthen thee; yea, | will help thee; yea, | will uphold thee with the right hand of
my righteousness.

God chose Israel through Abraham because he wanted to, not because the people
deserved it (Deut. 7:6-8; Deut. 9:4-6). Although God chose the Israelites to
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represent him to the world, they failed to do this; so God punished them and sent
them into captivity. Now all believers are God’s chosen people, and all share the
responsibility of representing him to the world. One day God will bring all his
faithful people together. We need not fear because (1) God is with us (“I am with
you”), (2) God has established a relationship with us (“I am your God”), and (3)
God gives us assurance of his strength, help, and victory over sin and death. Have
you realized all the ways God has helped you?

1 Cor. 10:13

There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

In a culture filled with moral depravity and sin-inducing pressures, Paul gave
strong encouragement to the Corinthians about temptation. He said: (1) wrong
desires and temptations happen to everyone, so don’t feel you’ve been singled out;
(2) others have resisted temptation, and so can you; (3) any temptation can be
resisted because God will help you resist it. God helps you resist temptation by
helping you (1) recognize those people and situations that give you trouble, (2) run
from anything you know is wrong, (3) choose to do only what is right, (4) pray for
God’s help, and (5) seek friends who love God and can offer help when you are
tempted. Running from a tempting situation is your first step on the way to victory
(see 2 Tim. 2:22).

The Lord offers you his strength.

Although God did not remove Paul’s physical affliction, he promised to
demonstrate his power in Paul. The fact that God’s power is displayed in weak
people should give us courage. Though we recognize our limitations, we will not
congratulate ourselves and rest at that. Instead, we will turn to God to seek
pathways for effectiveness. We must rely on God for our effectiveness rather than
simply on our own energy, effort, or talent. Our weakness not only helps develop
Christian character; it also deepens our worship, because in admitting our
weakness, we affirm God’s strength.

When we are strong in abilities or resources, we are tempted to do God’s work on
our own, and that can lead to pride. When we are weak, allowing God to fill us
with his power, then we are stronger than we could ever be on our own. God does
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not intend for us to seek to be weak, passive, or ineffective—Ilife provides enough
hindrances and setbacks without us creating them. When those obstacles come, we
must depend on God. Only his power will make us effective for him and will help
us do work that has lasting value.

Isaiah 40:21
Have ye not known? Have ye not heard? Has it not been told you from the
beginning? Have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth?

Isaiah describes God’s power to create, his provision to sustain, and his presence to
help. God is almighty and all-powerful; but even so, he cares for each of us
personally. No person or thing can be compared to God We describe God as best
we can with our limited knowledge and language, but we only limit our
understanding of him and his power when we compare him to what we experience
on earth. What is your concept of God, especially as revealed in his Son, Jesus
Christ? Don’t limit his work in your life by underestimating him.

He is our strength and our song.

Isaiah 12:2
Behold, God is my salvation; | will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah
is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.

1 Tim. 5:8
But if any provide not for his own, and especially for those of his own house, he
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.

Paul says, that a person who neglects his or her family responsibilities has denied
the faith. Are you doing your part to meet the needs of those included in your
family circle?

Ephes. 6:10
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

In the Christian life we battle against rulers and authorities (the powerful evil
forces of fallen angels headed by Satan, who is a vicious fighter, see 1 Peter 5:8).
To withstand their attacks, we must depend on God’s strength and use every piece
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of his armor. Paul is not only giving this counsel to the church, the body of Christ,
but to all individuals within the church. The whole body needs to be armed. As you
do battle against “the powers of this dark world,” fight in the strength of the church,
whose power comes from the Holy Spirit.

These who are not “flesh and blood” are demons over whom Satan has control.
They are not mere fantasies—they are very real. We face a powerful army whose
goal is to defeat Christ’s church. When we believe in Christ, these beings become
our enemies, and they try every device to turn us away from him and back to sin.
Although we are assured of victory, we must engage in the struggle until Christ
returns, because Satan is constantly battling against all who are on the Lord’s side.
We need supernatural power to defeat Satan, and God has provided this by giving
us his Holy Spirit within us and his armor surrounding us. If you feel discouraged,
remember Jesus’ words to Peter: “On this rock | will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not overcome it” (Matthew 16:18).

Believers have strength and Power to tread upon serpents.

Luke 10:19
Behold, | give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all
the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

Believers The disciples had seen tremendous results as they ministered in Jesus’
name and with his authority. They were elated by the victories they had witnessed,
and Jesus shared their enthusiasm. He helped them get their priorities right,
however, by reminding them of their most important victory—that their names
were written in heaven. This honor was more important than any of their
accomplishments. As we see God’s wonders at work in and through us, we should
not lose sight of the greatest wonder of all—our heavenly citizenship.

Jesus may have been looking ahead to his victory over Satan at the cross. John
12:31-32 indicates that Satan would be judged and driven out at the time of Jesus’
death. On the other hand, Jesus may have been warning his disciples against pride.
Perhaps he was referring to Isaiah 14:12-17, which begins, “How you have fallen
from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn!” Some interpreters identify this
verse with Satan and explain that Satan’s pride led to all the evil we see on earth
today. To Jesus’ disciples, who were thrilled with their power over evil spirits
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(“snakes and scorpions”), he may have been giving this stern warning: “Yours is
the kind of pride that led to Satan’s downfall. Be careful!”

Psalm 118:14
The Lord is my strength and song, and is become my salvation.

These Psalms are called hallelujah psalms. Hallelujah means “Praise the LORD”
and expresses the uplifting and optimistic tone of these songs.

These were traditionally sung at the Passover meal, commemorating Israel’s
escape from slavery in Egypt (Exodus 11-12).

Psalm 28:7
The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and | am helped:
therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will | praise him.

David, in his royal position, may have met many who pretended friendship only to
meet their own goals. David knew that God would punish them eventually, but he
prayed that their punishment would come swiftly. True believers should be
straightforward and sincere in all their relationships.

Psalm 29:11
The Lord will give strength unto his people; the Lord will bless his people with
peace.

Throughout history, God has revealed his power through mighty miracles over
nature, such as the great flood (Genesis 6-9). He promises to continue to reveal his
power. Paul urged us to understand how great God’s power is (Ephes. 1:18-23).
The same power that raised Christ from the dead is available to help us with our
daily problems. When you feel weak and limited, don’t despair. Remember that
God can give you strength. The power that controls creation and raises the dead is
available to you.

When We re Weak, God is Strong

2 Cor.12:9
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And he said unto me, my grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made
perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will | rather glory in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Although God did not remove Paul’s physical affliction, he promised to
demonstrate his power in Paul. The fact that God’s power is displayed in weak
people should give us courage. Though we recognize our limitations, we will not
congratulate ourselves and rest at that. Instead, we will turn to God to seek
pathways for effectiveness. We must rely on God for our effectiveness rather than
simply on our own energy, effort, or talent. Our weakness not only helps develop
Christian character; it also deepens our worship, because in admitting our
weakness, we affirm God’s strength.

Jeremiah 17:5
Thus saith the Lord; cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his
arm, and whose heart departs from the Lord.

Two kinds of people are contrasted here: those who trust in human beings and
those who trust in the Lord. The people of Judah were trusting in false gods and
military alliances instead of God, and thus they were barren and unfruitful. In
contrast, those who trust in the Lord flourish like trees planted by water (see Psalm
1). In times of trouble, those who trust in human beings will be impoverished and
spiritually weak, so they will have no strength to draw on. But those who trust in
the Lord will have abundant strength, not only for their own needs, but even for the
needs of others.

Are you being unfruitful, or do you, like a well-watered tree, have strength for the
time of crisis and even some to share as you bear fruit for the Lord?
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Chapter 11

The Presence of the Lord to Gives Courage

Courage is the quality of mind or spirit that enables a person t o face difficulties,
or danger without fear.

Deut. 31:6
Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy
God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

Realizing that he is about to die, Moses commissions Joshua, records the laws in a
permanent form, and teaches a special song to the Israelites. Thus Moses prepared
the people for his departure. Similarly, we should not allow others to become
dependent upon us for their spiritual growth, but help them to become dependent
upon God.

The laws were to be read to the whole assembly so that everyone, including the
children, could hear them. Every seven years the entire nation would gather
together and listen as a priest read the law to them. There were no books, Bibles, or
newsstands to spread God’s word, so the people had to rely on word of mouth and
an accurate memory. Memorization was an important part of worship because if
everyone knew the law, ignorance would be no excuse for breaking it. To fulfill
God’s purpose and will in our lives, we need the content and substance of his
Word in our hearts and minds. For the Hebrews, this process began in childhood.
Teaching our children and new believers should be one of our top priorities.

2Tim. 1:7
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For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a
sound mind.

At the time of his ordination, Timothy had received special gifts of the Spirit to
enable him to serve the church (see 1 Tim. 4:14). In telling Timothy to “fan into
flame the gift of God,” Paul was encouraging him to persevere. Timothy did not
need new revelations or new gifts; he needed the courage and self-discipline to
hang on to the truth and to use the gifts he had already received (see 2 Tim. 1:13-
14). If Timothy would step out boldly in faith and proclaim the gospel once again,
the Holy Spirit would go with him and give him power. When you use the gifts
God has given you, you will find that God will give you the power you need.

Clearly Timothy’s spiritual gift had been given to him when Paul and the elders
had laid their hands on him and set him apart for ministry (see 1 Tim. 4:14). God
gives all Christians gifts to use to build up the body of Christ (see 1 Cor. 12:4-31),
and he gives special gifts to some through church leaders, who serve as God’s
Instruments.

Timothy was experiencing great opposition to his message and to himself as a
leader. His youth, his association with Paul, and his leadership had come under fire
from believers and nonbelievers alike. Paul urged him to be bold. When we allow
people to intimidate us, we neutralize our effectiveness for God. The power of the
Holy Spirit can help us overcome our fear of what some might say or do to us, so
that we can continue to do God’s work.

Paul mentions three characteristics of the effective Christian leader: power, love,
and self-discipline. These are available to us because the Holy Spirit lives in us.
Follow his leading each day so that your life will more fully exhibit these
characteristics. See Galatians 5:22-23 for a list of the by-products of the Holy
Spirit living in us.

Joshua 1:9

Have not | commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid,
neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou
goest.

Many people think that prosperity and success come from having power,
influential personal contacts, and a relentless desire to get ahead. But the strategy
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for gaining prosperity that God taught Joshua goes against such criteria. He said
that to succeed Joshua must (1) be strong and courageous because the task ahead
would not be easy, (2) obey God’s law, and (3) constantly read and study the Book
of the Law—God’s Word. To be successful, follow God’s words to Joshua.

You may not succeed by the world’s standards, but you will be a success in God’s
eyes—and his opinion lasts forever.

1 Cor. 16:13
Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.

As the Corinthians awaited Paul’s next visit, they were directed to (1) be on their
guard against spiritual dangers, (2) stand firm in the faith, (3) behave courageously,
(4) be strong, and (5) do everything with kindness and in love. Today, as we wait
for the return of Christ, we should follow the same instructions.

Proverbs 28:1
The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion.

Psalm 27:14
Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, |
say, on the Lord.

David knew from experience what it meant to wait for the Lord. He had been
anointed king at age 16, but didn’t become king until he was 30. During the interim,
he was chased through the desert by jealous King Saul. David had to wait on God
for the fulfillment of his promise to reign. Later, after becoming king, he was
chased by his rebellious son, Absalom.

Waiting for God is not easy. Often it seems that he isn’t answering our prayers
or doesn’t understand the urgency of our situation. That kind of thinking implies
that God is not in control or is not fair. But God is worth waiting for. Lamentations
3:24-26 calls us to hope in and wait for the Lord because often God uses waiting to
refresh, renew, and teach us. Make good use of your waiting times by discovering
what God may be trying to teach you in them.

1 Chron. 28:20

And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and of good courage, and do it:
fear not, nor be dismayed: for the Lord God, even my God, will be with thee; he
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will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, until thou hast finished all the work for the
service of the house of the Lord.

David advised Solomon not to be frightened about the size of his task as king and
builder of the temple. Fear can immobilize us. The size of a job, its risks, or the
pressure of the situation can cause us to freeze and do nothing. One remedy for
fear is found here—don’t focus on the fear; instead, get to work. Getting started is
often the most difficult and frightening part of a job.

Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.
[6] In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

Leaning has the sense of putting your whole weight on something, resting on and
trusting in that person or thing. When we have an important decision to make, we
sometimes feel that we can’t trust anyone—not even God. But God knows what is
best for us. He is a better judge of what we want than even we are! We must trust
him completely in every choice we make. We should not omit careful thinking or
belittle our God-given ability to reason; but we should not trust our own ideas to
the exclusion of all others. We must not be wise in our own eyes. We should
always be willing to listen to and be corrected by God’s Word and wise counselors.
Bring your decisions to God in prayer; use the Bible as your guide; and then follow
God’s leading. He will make your paths straight by both guiding and protecting
you.

receive God’s guidance, said Solomon, we must acknowledge God 1n all our ways.
This means turning every area of life over to him. About a thousand years later,
Jesus emphasized this same truth (Matthew 6:33). Look at your values and
priorities. What is important to you? In what areas have you not acknowledged him?
What is his advice? In many areas of your life you may already acknowledge God,
but it is in the areas where you attempt to restrict or ignore his influence that will
cause you grief. Make him a vital part of everything you do; then he will guide you
because you will be working to accomplish his purposes.

Philip. 4:13
I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.
Are you content in any circumstances you face? Paul knew how to be content

whether he had plenty or whether he was in need. The secret was drawing on
Christ’s power for strength.
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Do you have great needs, or are you discontented because you don’t have what you
want? Learn to rely on God’s promises and Christ’s power to help you be content.
If you always want more, ask God to remove that desire and teach you contentment
in every circumstance. He will supply all your needs, but in a way that he knows is
best for you (see the note on +Phil. 4:19 for more on God supplying our needs).

Paul was content because he could see life from God’s point of view. He focused
on what he was supposed to do, not what he felt he should have. Paul had his
priorities straight, and he was grateful for everything God had given him. Paul had
detached himself from the nonessentials so that he could concentrate on the eternal.
Often the desire for more or better possessions is really a longing to fill an empty
place in a person’s life. To what are you drawn when you feel empty inside? How
can you find true contentment? The answer lies in your perspective, your priorities,
and your source of power.

Can we really do everything? The power we receive in union with Christ is
sufficient to do his will and to face the challenges that arise from our commitment
to doing it. He does not grant us superhuman ability to accomplish anything we can
Imagine without regard to his interests. As we contend for the faith we will face
troubles, pressures, and trials. As they come, ask Christ to strengthen you.

Matthew 14:29
And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he
walked on the water, to go to Jesus.

Peter was not putting Jesus to the test, something we are told not to do (Matthew
4:7). Instead he was the only one in the boat to react in faith. His impulsive request
led him to experience a rather unusual demonstration of God’s power. Peter started
to sink because he took his eyes off Jesus and focused on the high waves around
him. His faith wavered when he realized what he was doing. We may not walk on
water, but we do walk through tough situations. If we focus on the waves of
difficult circumstances around us without looking to Jesus for help, we too may
despair and sink. To maintain your faith when situations are difficult, keep your
eyes on Jesus’ power rather than on your inadequacies.

Although we start out with good intentions, sometimes our faith falters. This
doesn’t necessarily mean we have failed. When Peter’s faith faltered, he reached
out to Christ, the only one who could help. He was afraid, but he still looked to
Christ. When you are apprehensive about the troubles around you and doubt
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Christ’s presence or ability to help, you must remember that he is the only one who
can really help.

Ephes. 6:10-18

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. [11]
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil. [12] For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places. [13] Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God,
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. [14]
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the
breastplate of righteousness; [15] And your feet shod with the preparation of the
gospel of peace; [16] Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. [17] And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: [18] Praying
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with
all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

Romans 8:31-39

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?
[32] He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he
not with him also freely give us all things? [33] Who shall lay any thing to the
charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. [34] Who is he that condemneth? It
Is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of
God, who also maketh intercession for us. [35] Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword? [36] As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we
are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. [37] Nay, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him that loved us. [38] For | am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, [39] Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

These verses contain one of the most comforting promises in all Scripture.
Believers have always had to face hardships in many forms: persecution, illness,
imprisonment, even death. These could cause them to fear that they have been
abandoned by Christ. But Paul exclaims that it is impossible to be separated from
Christ. His death for us is proof of his unconquerable love. Nothing can stop
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Christ’s constant presence with us. God tells us how great his love is so that we
will feel totally secure in him. If we believe these overwhelming assurances, we
will not be afraid.

Powers are unseen forces of evil in the universe, forces like Satan and his fallen

angels (see Ephes. 6:12). In Christ we are super-conguerors, and his love will
protect us from any such forces.

The Presence of the Lord in Heaven

Chapter 12

Psalm 140:13
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Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy name: the upright shall dwell in
thy presence.

Daniel 7:13

| saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near
before him.

This “one like a son of man” 1s the Messiah. Jesus used this verse to refer to
himself (Matthew 26:64; Luke 21:27; John 1:51). The clouds of heaven portray the
Son of Man as divine; throughout the Bible clouds represent his majesty and
awesome presence. God’s glory appeared in a cloud in Exodus 16:10 and Exodus
19:9 at the giving of the law at Sinai.

Daniel 12:3
And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they
that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.

Many people try to be stars in the world of entertainment, only to find their
stardom temporary. God tells us how we can be eternal “stars”—by being wise and
leading many to God’s righteousness. If we share our Lord with others, we can be
true stars—radiantly beautiful in God’s sight!

Rev. 21:2-4

And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And | heard a great voice
out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell
with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and
be their God. [4] And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away.

The new Jerusalem is where God lives among his people. Instead of our going up
to meet him, he comes down to be with us, just as God became man in Jesus Christ
and lived among us (John 1:14). Wherever God reigns, there is peace, security, and
love.
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Have you ever wondered what eternity will be like? The “Holy City, the new
Jerusalem” is described as the place where God will “wipe every tear from their
eyes.” Forevermore, there will be no death, pain, sorrow, or crying. What a
wonderful truth! No matter what you are going through, it’s not the last word—
God has written the final chapter, and it is about true fulfillment and eternal joy for
those who love him. We do not know as much as we would like, but it is enough to
know that eternity with God will be more wonderful than we could ever imagine.

WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT ETERNITY

A place prepared for us

John 14:1-3

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. [2]
In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have
told you. | go to prepare a place for you. [3] And if | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where |
am, there ye may be also.

Jesus’ words show that the way to eternal life, though unseen, is secure—as secure
as your trust in Jesus. He has already prepared the way to eternal life. The only
issue that may still be unsettled is your willingness to believe.

There are few verses in Scripture that describe eternal life, but these few verses are
rich with promises. Here Jesus says, “I am going there to prepare a place for you,”
and “I will come back.” We can look forward to eternal life because Jesus has
promised it to all who believe in him. Although the details of eternity are unknown,
we need not fear because Jesus is preparing for us and will spend eternity with us.

John 20:19, 26 Unlimited by physical properties (1 Cor. 15:35-49)

Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the.
doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews,
came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you
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We Will have New Bodies

1 Cor. 15:51-58
Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be

changed, [52] In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. [53] For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must
put on immortality. [54] So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption,
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. [55] O death, where is thy
sting? O grave, where is thy victory? [56] The sting of death is sin; and the strength
of sin is the law. [57] But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ. [58] Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that
your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

We will not all sleep” means that Christians alive at that day will not have to die
but will be transformed immediately. A trumpet blast will usher in the new heaven
and earth. The Jews would understand the significance of this because trumpets
were always blown to signal the start of great festivals and other extraordinary
events (Numbers 10:10).

Satan seemed to be victorious in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3) and at the cross of
Jesus. But God turned Satan’s apparent victory into defeat when Jesus Christ rose
from the dead (Col. 2:15; Hebrews 2:14-15). Thus death is no longer a source of
dread or fear. Christ overcame it, and one day we will also. The law will no longer
make sinners out of us who cannot keep it. Death has been defeated, and we have
hope beyond the grave.

Paul says that because of the resurrection, nothing we do is in vain. Sometimes we
hesitate to do good because we don’t see any results. But if we can maintain a
heavenly perspective, we will understand that we often will not see the good that
results from our efforts. If we truly believe that Christ has won the ultimate victory,
that fact must affect the way we live right now. Don’t allow discouragement over
an apparent lack of results keep you from working. Do the good that you have
opportunity to do, knowing that your work will have eternal results.
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A New Experience of God’s Presence

1 Cor. 2:9
But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
In the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

We cannot imagine all that God has in store for us, both in this life and for eternity.
He will create a new heaven and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17; Rev. 21:1), and we will
live with him forever. Until then, his Holy Spirit comforts and guides us. Knowing
the wonderful and eternal future that awaits us gives us hope and courage to press
on in this life, to endure hardship, and to avoid giving in to temptation. This world
is not all there is. The best is yet to come.

A New Environment

Rev. 21:1
And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first
were passed away; and there was no more sea.

The earth as we know it will not last forever, but after God’s great judgment, he
will create a new earth (see Romans 8:18-21; 2 Peter 3:7-13). God had also
promised Isaiah that he would create a new and eternal earth (Isaiah 65:17; Isaiah
66:22). The sea in John’s time was viewed as dangerous and changeable. It was
also the source of the beast (Rev. 13:1). We don’t know how the new earth will
look or where it will be, but God and his followers—those whose names are
written in the book of life—will be united to live there forever. Will you be there?

John 14:2
In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you.
| go to prepare a place for you.
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Jesus’ words show that the way to eternal life, though unseen, is secure—as secure
as your trust in Jesus. He has already prepared the way to eternal life. The only
issue that may still be unsettled is your willingness to believe.

There are few verses in Scripture that describe eternal life, but these few verses are
rich with promises. Here Jesus says, “I am going there to prepare a place for you,”
and “I will come back.” We can look forward to eternal life because Jesus has
promised it to all who believe in him. Although the details of eternity are unknown,
we need not fear because Jesus is preparing for us and will spend eternity with us.

Hebrews 1:3

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

The book of Hebrews links God’s saving power with his creative power. In other
words, the power that brought the universe into being and that keeps it operating is
the very power that removes (provides purification for) our sins. How mistaken we
would be to ever think that God couldn’t forgive us. No sin is too big for the Ruler
of the universe to handle. He can and will forgive us when we come to him through
his Son. That Jesus sat down means that the work was complete. Christ’s sacrifice
was final.

Rev. 22:1-5

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out
of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of the street of it, and on
either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of
fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations. [3] And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: [4] And they shall
see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. [5] And there shall be no
night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God
giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

The water of life is a symbol of eternal life. Jesus used this same image with the
Samaritan woman (John 4:7-14). It pictures the fullness of life with God and the
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eternal blessings that come when we believe in him and allow him to satisfy our
spiritual thirst (see Rev. 22:17).

This tree of life is like the tree of life in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:9). After
Adam and Eve sinned, they were forbidden to eat from the tree of life because they
could not have eternal life as long as they were under sin’s control. But because of
the forgiveness of sin through the blood of Jesus, there will be no evil or sin in this
city. We will be able to eat freely from the tree of life when sin’s control over us is
destroyed and our eternity with God is secure.

Why would the nations need to be healed if all evil is gone? John is quoting from
Ezekiel 47:12, where water flowing from the temple produces trees with healing
leaves. He is not implying that there will be illness in the new earth; he is

emphasizing that the water of life produces health and strength wherever it goes.

No longer will there be any curse” means that nothing accursed will be in God’s
presence. This fulfills Zechariah’s prophecy (see Zech. 14:11).

1 Cor. 2:9
But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

We cannot imagine all that God has in store for us, both in this life and for eternity.
He will create a new heaven and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17; Rev. 21:1), and we will
live with him forever. Until then, his Holy Spirit comforts and guides us. Knowing
the wonderful and eternal future that awaits us gives us hope and courage to press
on in this life, to endure hardship, and to avoid giving in to temptation. This world
is not all there is. The best is yet to come.

Matthew 6:33

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you.
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To “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness” means to turn to God first for
help, to fill your thoughts with his desires, to take his character for your pattern,
and to serve and obey him in everything. What is really important to you? People,
objects, goals, and other desires all compete for priority. Any of these can quickly
bump God out of first place if you don’t actively choose to give him first place in
every area of your life.

The Bible devotes much less space to describing eternity than it does to convincing
people that eternal life is available as a free gift from God. Most of the brief
descriptions of eternity would be more accurately called hints, since they use terms
and ideas from present experience to describe what we cannot fully grasp until we
are there ourselves. These references hint at aspects of what our future will be like
if we have accepted Christ’s gift of eternal life.

Holy Bible: Kings James Version
Life Application Bible New Testament Commentary
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